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CHAPTEB V,
THE LAW OF INDUSTRIAL CONSPIRACY,
THERE is no part of the law relating to labour which has been debated with more bitterness than that touching the doctrine of conspiracy, Until quite recent years the common law gave power to the judges, or they at any rate assumed the power, to treat any combination of labourers aiming at the increase of wages as a conspiracy against the public weal, an attempt at public mischief, which could be punished as a misdemeanour by fine and imprisonment, The celebrated case of the Dorsetshire labourers in the year 1834 was an instance of the exercise of this somewhat arbitrary power. The common law has now been defined and restricted, if not almost abrogated, by the Conspiracy and Protection of Property Act, 1875, which in the 3d section enacts that an agreement or combination by two or more persons to do or procure to be done any act in contemplation or furtherance of a trade' dispute between employers and workmen shall not be indictable as a conspiracy if such act committed by one person would not be punishable as a crime. But as other parts of the same section and the same Act continue or impose special penalties in the case of proceedings involving conspiracy, some unionists are still